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Contractions
What’s the form and function of a contraction?  
· Have students find contractions in the text. Give examples such as can not = can’t, do not = don’t, it is = it’s, you all = y’all.
· Have them write down their examples from the text and say what they notice about punctuation (there are apostrophes). Ask the students to create a rule for using apostrophes in contractions.
· Ask students to think, pair, share about why the author has used contractions instead of writing out all the words.
· Convert some words in a short text to informal by making contractions.
· Convert an informal text to a more formal text by expanding contractions into their original parts. 
· Conclude that contractions are informal, and sound more like speaking. This can make the text sound more familiar and real. Texts that are formal, such as The Declaration of Independence, are unlikely to use contractions. 

	Notes:
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